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Real living wage 
needed to tackle 
rise in foodbanks 

Railways Back 
In Public 
Hands

Better Hospital 
Transport Links
East Ren Greens need you 
to help us improve services 
to the new hospitals.

See how you can help on 
p.3

Now is the time to reverse 
privatisation and bring 
Scotland’s railways back 
into public ownership.

Food Bags at George Square

Holyrood 
Campaign
Starts Here

The SNP have been incumbents in Holyrood 
since 2007 and with Labour and the Liberal 
Democrats locked into their own versions of 
identity crises, Scotland needs a strong, radical 
and progressive alternative voice to pull the 
centre of gravity of Holyrood forwards towards 
a sustainable future. 

The general election results in Scotland certainly 
shook things up at Westminster but next year’s 
elections are to a very diff erent parliament, our 
own. What we need in Holyrood are MSPs who 
will push for the change we can achieve now.

Greens want radical community alternatives to 
creeping centralisation of services and a more 
imaginative response to the unpopular council 
tax than simply freezing it and trapping council 
services in a downward spiral. 
Continued on Page 2.

Scottish Green Party

Glasgow Greens with Patrick Harvie.



People Requiring 
Food Aid Rises 
19% Year On Year

Bags of food at George Square.  Image:      Zep 19
www.creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/

Foodbank use in the United 
Kingdom was at an all time high 
last year, with approximately half 
a million people using the Trussel 
Trust’s services. For all the talk of 
economic recovery, it’s clear that 
the most vulnerable in our society 
are struggling to get by.

We now have two food banks in East 
Renfrewshire, and with a Conservative 
government promising a further £12bn in 
welfare cuts and off ering no solutions to 
in-work poverty, the need for these services 
is likely to increase over the next fi ve years.

Anyone can end up in a food emergency, 
with various contributing factors at play 
- including the rising cost of living, static 
incomes, changes to benefi ts, illness, 
underemployment and unemployment. 

The Scottish Greens’ 2015 manifesto 
included proposals for a £10 minimum 
wage, ratios linking the pay of the highest 
salaries in a company to the lowest, and an 
end to punishing benefi ts sanctions. 

We will take every opportunity to argue that 
work should pay, and to ensure that the 
wealth in our society is shared so that no 
one is left short of the resources they need 
to survive.
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We want to see far reaching land reform, 
which aff ects urban as much as rural 
Scotland, with empty shops generating 
profi t for distant property speculators whilst 
eroding local trade.

Many shake their heads at the SNP’s timidity 
on fracking and their comfort blanket of 
an oil economy, the Greens want to see a 
community-owned energy revolution. 

We want dignity in work and welfare so will 
push for raising the minimum wage to 
£10 and reforming welfare with a citizen’s 
income to end the ‘poverty trap’.

In order to push for positive change 
we need more Green MSPs in Holyrood, 
so in 2016 make your regional vote Green. 
Read more about SGP policy here...
www.scottishgreens.org.uk/policy/
with thanks to Cllr Gavin Corbett

Holyrood
Campaign
Starts Here
Continued from page 1.

The most vulnerable 
in our society are 
struggling to get by
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You don’t need to follow Scottish football 
to know it’s regularly in crisis. A dozen clubs 
have gone bust since 2000, and we haven’t 
qualifi ed internationally since 1998.

Many clubs are well-run, but others are 
pure vanity projects. Fans are shut out of 
decision-making, or pick up the pieces when 
clubs go bust. That can now change, thanks 

to a big Green win at Holyrood. Parliament 
gave Ministers the powers to bring in a fans’ 
right to buy, not just when a club folds, but 
whenever fans’ groups think they’re badly 
run. Ministers will consult on it soon, and it’s 
vital that all fans give their views.

Fan ownership works well elsewhere, 
including Germany, Spain and Argentina, and 
here, at clubs including Stirling Albion and 
Dunfermline, with Hearts heading there.

This was a Scottish Green Party manifesto 
pledge delivered, and I want to see us deliver 
many more.
Alison Johnstone MSP

A Green Win For 
Scottish Football At 
Holyrood

Alison Johnstone MSP 
& Candidate for Lothian 
Region



Better Hospital Transport

The East Ren Greens, in collaboration with 
the Glasgow Southside Greens, recently 
conducted a travel survey from parts 
of East Renfrewshire to the New South 
Glasgow University Hospitals – the Queen 
Elizabeth University Hospital and Royal 
Sick Kids Hospital – using public transport.

We found that it took our East Ren 
members over an hour – one member from 
Clarkston took 92 minutes door to door – 
and that was on a Saturday morning which 
isn’t wholly representative of normal traffic

We believe the public transport options 
from East Renfrewshire to the new hospital 

are not adequate but we need evidence for 
this and you can help! We are looking for 
your journey details – costs, ticket types, 
durations, and incidents – we can only 
cover a small part of East Renfrewshire on 
our own but with your help we can get a 
larger sample of hospital journeys.

So, if you can keep track of an upcoming 
journey – whether it be as patient, visitor, 
or staff – we would love to have a record of 
it sent to us. If we find that there are issues 
we will look to work with East Renfrewshire 
Council and Strathclyde Passenger 
Transport (SPT) to improve the situation.
www.tinyurl.com/ergreenssurvey
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East Ren Greens outside New South Glasgow University Hospitals
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After years of inaction, land is back. The 
Land Reform Bill contains proposals 
which, whilst not radical, are measured 
and pragmatic. They provide tenant 
farmers with greater security, give 
communities greater powers to acquire 
land they need for economic and social 
development, re-introduce non-domestic 
rates on shooting and sporting estates 
and establish a Scottish Land Commission 
to ensure that focus is maintained on this 
important political matter.

For centuries, the ownership and control 
of Scotland’s natural resources was in 
the hands of a small elite. Their political 
influence was such that reforms of 
inheritance law, for example, have been 
blocked as an unjustifiable attack on the 
very fabric of Scottish family life. Vested 
interests in finance, property and land 
still promote the idea that change, that 
has long been normal across continental 
Europe, is somehow extreme and 
dangerous in Scotland in the 21st century.

As Greens, we want far more radical action 
on housing, land values, fiscal policy, 
offshore companies and community 
governance of resources. But the debate 
has been re-ignited and we will be 
bringing forward further exciting and 
radical proposals in our manifesto for 
Holyrood 2016 to democratise land across 
urban and rural Scotland.
Andy Wightman

Andy Wightman is one of Scotland’s 
foremost experts on land ownership & the 
author of The Poor Had No Lawyers

Land 
Reform
Is Back
On

The break up of British Rail in the 1990s 
has directly contributed to rising travel 
costs. Today, the UK has the distinction of 
paying the highest rail travel costs in 
Europe.

A return train journey to Glasgow from East 
Renfrewshire now costs over £5. A daily 
commuter is essentially being taxed over 
£25 per week for the necessity of travelling 
into the city centre to work. Rail travel 
needs to be cheap, efficient and reliable, 
any profits ploughed back into improving 

services and keeping fares down not 
siphoned off to private shareholders or, as is 
the case with the ScotRail franchise, paying 
for public services in Holland as the Dutch 
state railway, Abellio, runs our network.

That’s why the Scottish Green Party are 
campaigning to bring the railways back into 
public hands. Watch out for members of 
your local Scottish Green Party handing out 
petition cards at train stations across East 
Ren or sign it online here ... 
www.scottishgreens.org.uk/public-rail/

Railways Back In  
Public Hands

Andy Wightman Land 
Rights Campaigner &
List Candidate For
Lothian Region
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You could deliver some letters in your street or 
help organise a  public meeting, if you’d like to help 
Greens get elected in this area please get in touch! 
eastren@scottishgreens.org.uk

Join East Ren Greens!

If you’d like kept up to date with East Ren activities contact us via
www.eastrengreens.com, eastren@scottishgreens.org.uk or 
you can like our fb page www.facebook.com/eastrengreens

If you’d like kept up to date with East Ren activities contact us via

East Ren Greens are an active bunch. You may have seen us recently at local railway 
stations handing out leafl ets urging the government to take the railways back into public 
ownership. In June we hosted, along with Common Weal East Ren and Women for 
Independence East Ren, a talk by Andy Wightman - Scotland’s foremost authority on Land 
Reform. On a beautiful summer’s evening this event was sold out, with over eighty people 
turning up to learn more about this fascinating topic. Three days later we formed part of 
the green bloc at the anti-austerity rally in George Square. So look out for us, come and 
speak to us, better still come and join us as we help to build a brighter, greener future.

 GET IN TOUCH

 VOLUNTEER

Ross has been a party member since 2009. He ran the Green Yes 
campaign and is now the party’s development offi  cer. He was in the 
Scottish Youth Parliament from 2011 to 2013, and led on the campaign 
for votes at 16 in the referendum, as well as local campaigns including 
opposition to proposed supermarket expansion and the closure of a 
primary school. He is also an active member of his local church.

A prominent peace and anti-nuclear weapons campaigner Veronika has 
been politically active since student days at Glasgow University, where 

she was a founder member of the Green Group. Ms Tudhope is vice-
chair of Ayrshire CND, joint vice-chair of Scottish CND and since 2011 

she has served on the executive of CND(UK).

Full list of SGP candidates for West of Scotland region: 
1. Ross Greer 2. Veronika Tudhope 3. Steen Parish  4. Yvonne McLellan  
5. Ciaran Roarty* 6. Fiona Clark* 7. Joshua McCormick *East Renfrewshire Greens

Holyrood 2016 is going to be our biggest campaign to date and it will not come cheap. 
The outline budget for it is three times larger than we’ve ever spent before. We don’t 
get money from large corporations or billionaires, almost every penny we raise is from 
individual members and supporters. Please consider donating to the Scottish Greens.
www.tinyurl.com/sgpdonate

Because of the way the voting system works, East Ren Greens will be campaigning for 
your second vote for the West of Scotland region in the Holyrood 2016 election. Here 
are the Scottish Green Party candidates for our region.

GREEN KIDS
GET ACTIVE

Start with newspaper 
like this with the 
fold along the top. 
Masthead along the 
righthand side.

Fold top right and top 
left corners in towards 
the centre.

Take top fl ap from 
underneath dotted 
line.

Fold up along dotted line.

Flip the whole thing over.

Fold left and right sides in 
a little bit.

Fold Bottom fl ap up.

Tada! Now decorate!

 #1 PIRATE HAT

We’d like to encourage you to reuse 
and recycle our newspapers so here’s 
the fi rst in what we hope will be a 
series of ideas for what to do with the 
newspaper after everyone has fi nished 
reading it.

Meet your Local  
Greens

Ross Greer

Veronika Tudhope

Can you help?


